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ARMY AND FREEDOM

A friend had asked if the division of the army and the re-
tention of British Officers had Gandhiji's approval. The friend
should first ask whether Gandhiji approved of the army at all.
As it was, the military expenditure in free India would pro-
bably be more, not less, than before. Gandhiji could never
be a party to it. He viewed the military with apprehen-
sion. Could it be that India would also have to pass through
the stage of military rule ? For years they had said that
they did not want any army. He stood by that statement
even today, but the others did not. A new generation had set
in. Congressmen were not bound by what they had done dur-
ing India's bondage. No blame could be imputed to them for
the change. He had mistaken passive resistance for non-vio-
lence. There was violence in people's hearts. The British Gov-
ernment's imminent withdrawal had set free the bottled vio-
lence which was finding free vent against their own kith and
kin. Almost every province wanted military assistance. If
they did not wake up betimes, there was even danger of mili-
tary dictatorship being established. Was that freedom ?

New Delhi, 23-7-'47
Harijan, 3-8-1947
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